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SYSTEM, METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
IMPROVING GAS TURBINE
PERFORMANCE WITH COMPRESSED AIR
ENERGY STORAGE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/302,672 filed on Mar. 2, 2016 and
entitled “Stored Compressed Air as a Cooled Air Injection
System and method for Gas Turbines,” which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety for all purposes.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to gas turbine
systems, and more particularly, to methods and systems for
improving efficiency of gas turbines.

BACKGROUND

Gas turbines are commonly used to produce electrical
power. The efficiency demands on all forms of electrical
power are constantly raising. One approach to improving
gas turbine efficiency includes adding a steam injection
system. It is in this context that the following embodiments
arise.

SUMMARY

Broadly speaking, the present disclosure fills these needs
by providing a system, method and apparatus for using air
supplied by a compressed air energy storage system to
improve the efficiency of gas turbines. It should be appre-
ciated that the present disclosure can be implemented in
numerous ways, including as a process, an apparatus, a
system, computer readable media, or a device. Several
inventive embodiments of the present disclosure are
described below.

In one implementation, a compressed air energy storage
system provides cooled, higher than atmospheric pressure
air charge to provide the entire intake air charge for a
substantially standard gas turbine. This cool, high pressure
intake air charge has a supercharging like effect on the
operation of the gas turbine and improve efficiencies and
output power of the gas turbine.

In another implementation, a compressed air energy stor-
age system provides cooled, high pressure air charge that
can be injected in one or more stages in the compressor of
a gas turbine. This cool, high pressure air charge injection
can increase the mass flow through each of the compressor
stages to improve efficiencies and output power of the gas
turbine.

In still another implementation, a compressed air energy
storage system provides cooled, high pressure air charge that
can be heated using heat exchangers that capture waste heat
from the gas turbine to heat the high pressure air charge. The
heated, high pressure air charge can then be injected into the
combustion chamber to improve thermal efficiency and
improve the power output of the gas turbine.

Other implementations include combinations of two or
more of the foregoing implementations to provide further
improvements on the efficiencies and power output of the
gas turbine.

Other aspects and advantages of the disclosure will
become apparent from the following detailed description,
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taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
illustrating by way of example the principles of the disclo-
sure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will be readily understood by the
following detailed description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of a compressed
air energy storage system, for implementing embodiments
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2A is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations performed in operating the compressed air energy
storage system, for implementing embodiments of the pres-
ent disclosure.

FIG. 2B is a pictorial diagram of a CAES, for implement-
ing embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a simplified graphical representation of a TS
relationship of the simple gas turbine cycle.

FIG. 4A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-AI
(Air Injection) system, for implementing embodiments of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 4B is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-IC
(Inlet Chilling) system, for implementing embodiments of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 5A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-
supercharger system, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 5B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations performed in operating the CAES-supercharger
system, for implementing embodiments of the present dis-
closure

FIG. 6A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-
intercharger system, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 6B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations 650 performed in operating the CAES-inter-
charger system, for implementing embodiments of the pres-
ent disclosure

FIG. 7A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-gas
turbine augmented system, for implementing embodiments
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations performed in operating the CAES-gas turbine
augmented system, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure

FIG. 8A is a CAES-intercharger-air injector (Al) system,
for implementing embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations 850 performed in operating the CAES-inter-
charger-Al system, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 9A is a CAES-intercooled (IC)-Al system, for imple-
menting embodiments of the present disclosure

FIG. 9B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations 950 performed in operating the CAES-IC-AI
system 900, for implementing embodiments of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9C illustrates a widely used industrial gas turbine
LMS5000.

FIG. 10 is a TS graph of the baseline performance of the
LMS5000 under baseline conditions, operating in a simple
cycle, for implementing embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.
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FIG. 11 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under CAES-supercharger system gas turbine cycle, for
implementing embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 12 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under CAES-intercharger system gas turbine cycle, for
implementing embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 13 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under the CAES-gas turbine augmented system gas turbine
cycle, for implementing embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 14 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under the CAES-intercharger-Al system shown in FIG. 8A,
augmented system gas turbine cycle for implementing
embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 15 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under the CAES-IC-AI system shown in FIG. 9A augmented
system gas turbine cycle, for implementing embodiments of
the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Several exemplary embodiments for a system, method
and apparatus for using air supplied by a compressed air
energy storage system to improve the efficiency of gas
turbines will now be described. It will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that the present disclosure may be practiced
without some or all of the specific details set forth herein.

Compressed air energy storage (CAES) systems are used
to store excess, off-peak, low demand, intermittent or oth-
erwise inexpensive energy from available energy source(s).
Compressed air energy storage systems use the available
energy sources to compress air in a storage volume. FIG. 1
is a simplified schematic diagram of a compressed air energy
storage system 100, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure. The compressed air energy storage sys-
tem 100 includes a power input 102 for receiving power
from an available energy source 110. The compressed air
energy storage system 100 also includes a compressor 112 or
pumping stage has a pumping stage inlet 114 coupled to an
air source (e.g., atmosphere or other gaseous, compressible
medium) 120 and a pumping stage outlet 116 coupled to a
compressed charge inlet line 132 coupled to a storage inlet
134 of a storage volume 130.

The storage volume 130 includes a storage outlet 136
coupled to a compressed charge outlet line 138. The com-
pressed charge outlet line 138 is coupled to a pressurized
charge inlet port 138 of an expansion turbine 139. The
expansion turbine 139 converts the pressurized air to
mechanical energy. The expansion turbine 139 drives a
driveshaft 141. The driveshaft 141 drives an energy conver-
sion system 140. The energy conversion system 140 is
capable of generating electrical energy. The energy conver-
sion system 140 includes an electrical power outlet 144
coupled to a power grid 150. The power grid 150 distributes
the electrical power to the consumers (e.g., load) 152 of the
electrical power grid. The power grid 150 may also be
connected to other electrical power generating sources 160
and the energy source 110.

FIG. 2A is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method
operations 200 performed in operating the compressed air
energy storage system 100, for implementing embodiments
of the present disclosure. The operations illustrated herein
are by way of example, as it should be understood that some
operations may have sub-operations and in other instances,
certain operations described herein may not be included in
the illustrated operations. With this in mind, the method and
operations 200 will now be described.
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In an operation 205, the pump 112 receives available
power from the energy source 110 and air, or other com-
pressible gaseous media, from an air source 120. Example
energy sources can include excess or inexpensive energy
available from the power grid 150 that is not being used by
the load 152. Inexpensive energy available from the power
grid 150 can include off peak energy produced during hours
of the day when energy usage is less than peak energy
demand times. Examples can include nights, weekends and
cooler periods during hot portions of the year and warmer
periods during cooler portions of the year. Other energy
sources can include intermittent energy sources such as wind
and solar that are only available when wind and sunlight are
available, respectively.

In an operation 210, the pump compresses the air to
produce a compressed air charge. The compressed air charge
is then stored in the storage volume 130 in an operation 215.
The compressed air charge can be stored in the compressed
air storage volume 130 for an indefinite period of time. In at
least one implementation, the compressed air charge is also
cooled in the storage volume 130. The compressor charge
can be cooled in the compressed air storage volume 130 due
to external factors of the storage volume. In one implemen-
tation, the storage volume 130 is an underground cavern that
has a relatively lower temperature and absorbs heat con-
tained in the compressed air charge. In another implemen-
tation, the storage volume 130 is underwater such as near the
bottom of the ocean, where the temperature of the ocean is
substantially cooler than the compressed air charge and the
heat from the compressed air charge is absorbed into the
water surrounding the storage volume. FIG. 2A shows an
underwater storage volume 130, for implementing embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

In an operation 220, the stored compressed air charge is
delivered from the storage volume 130 to the expansion
turbine 139 which drives the generator 140. The expansion
turbine 139 and the generator 140 convert the pressure of the
stored compressed air charge into electrical power, in an
operation 225. Additional details of how the generator 140
converts the pressure of the stored compressed air charge
into electrical power will be described in more detail below.

In an operation 230, the generated electrical power output
from the generator 140 is delivered to the power grid. One
or more loads 152 consume the electrical power from the
power grid 150 in an operation 235, and the method opera-
tions can end.

FIG. 2B is a pictorial diagram of a diabatic CAES 250, for
implementing embodiments of the present disclosure. In a
compressed air energy storage system, air, or other com-
pressible medium, is compressed from typical ambient con-
dition (e.g., about 1 bar, and about 15 degrees C.) to a
pressure of about 70 bar and a temperature of about 150
degrees C. The air can be compressed using multiple stage
electric compressors with water intercooling. The com-
pressed air temperature can be further reduced, at constant
pressure, to about 50° C. using additional cooling stages.
The cooled compressed air charge is injected into storage
volumes such as salt caverns, where the compressed air
charge ultimately reaches thermal equilibrium with the
surrounding strata at about 15-20 degrees C. This method of
storing the compressed air energy is known as diabatic
CAES. The diabatic CAES 250 includes an intermittent
power source 110 such as a windmill or solar power source.
At least a portion of the power produced by the intermittent
power source 110 is used to power a compressor 112 that
compresses air or other compressible media. A heat
exchanger 252 removes a portion of the heat generated
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during compression of the compressible media. The cooled,
compressed media is then stored in a storage volume 130 via
the compressed charge inlet line 132 coupled to the storage
inlet 134 of the storage volume. The storage volume 130 can
be located underwater 254 or underground 256, such as a
storage cave 130A coupled to the compressed charge inlet
line 132 by a compressed supply line 132A. During power
generation, the compressed charge flows from the storage
volume 130 back to the heat exchanger 252 to be warmed by
the heat extracted from the compressed media. The warmed,
compressed charge is then directed to an expansion turbine
and generator 139/140 to produce electrical power for the
grid 150.

Diabatic CAES highlights one of the fundamental chal-
lenges of the technology: the thermal heat of compression is
entirely lost to the environment (e.g., the surrounding strata
of' the storage volume) and must somehow be returned to the
gas, usually through a combustion process, prior to being
expanded through a turbine. Since the expansion turbine is
completely decoupled from the compressor, the expansion
turbine can generate nearly three times the power of a
corresponding simple cycle gas turbine operating at the
same conditions as described in more detail below in a
pressure ratio and temperature diagram of FIG. 3. Thus, if
the compressed air can be procured at a time when the
electric rates are low, compared to when the turbine is
running, the system may be profitable, despite the heat
losses.

FIG. 3 is a simplified graphical representation of a TS
relationship 300 of the simple gas turbine cycle. The diverg-
ing nature of the isobars (curves 2-3 and 1-5) means that the
energy required to compress the air (line 1-2) is provided
using only part of the expansion through the turbine,
between the same two isobars: line 3-4 powers the gas
generator compressor, and line 4-5 is available to power a
power turbine and a generator. In a CAES system, heating
the compressed gas to state point 3 means that the entire
expansion along line 3-5 is available for power generation,
or about three times more than in the gas turbine cycle.

Adiabatic CAES is a significant theoretical improvement
on the CAES concept. Adiabatic CAES eliminates the need
for a fuel system to reheat the stored compressed air prior to
expansion in the turbine. Adiabatic CAES attempts to store
the heat of compression in a high heat capacity material and
then return the heat of compression to the compressed air
prior to expansion. Significantly higher cycle efficiencies are
possible using adiabatic CAES. However, the technical
engineering challenges are such that no such adiabatic
CAES system exists today.

Diabatic CAES is thus the only system that can be
considered market-ready at the moment. However, even
diabatic CAES requires specialty hardware, such as a spe-
cially designed power turbine capable of operating at pres-
sure ratios many times larger than typical gas turbine sys-
tems. The specially designed power turbine would be unique
to and developed specifically for diabatic CAES at a corre-
sponding high cost. This high cost has slowed the market
penetration of CAES. Another challenge is the very funda-
mental thermodynamic problem that characterizes diabatic
CAES. Specifically, high-pressure stored air in the diabatic
CAES system has a relatively low temperature and therefore
low thermal energy.

Gas turbine industrial power plants have been around
much longer than CAES-dedicated expansion turbines and
represent a comparatively mature and competitively-priced
technology that is widely used for power production today.
With nearly a century of development, gas turbine industrial
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power plants have enjoyed many significant engineering
improvements to boost cycle efficiency including: regenera-
tive heating, steam injection (STIG), combined cycle gen-
eration. The improvements have made the gas turbine power
generation cycle overall thermal efficiency routinely exceed
the 50% mark. Thus, a power generation system that can
directly leverage this engineering legacy, instead of requir-
ing new engineering development ventures, immediately
benefits from a significant cost advantage and is inherently
less risky.

FIG. 3 shows that the work required by a gas turbine
compressor is dependent on the temperature points separat-
ing the inlet and outlet pressure of the gas turbine compres-
sor. This thermodynamic effect has motivated an entire
industry to develop and promote pre-coolers and intercool-
ers in industrial gas turbines operations. The pre-coolers and
intercoolers provide significant improvements to the cycle
efficiency including: the simple gas turbine cycle suffers
from high temperature (proportional to high thermal energy)
through the compressor stages, which is made up by the
turbine, before any useful work can be done through a power
turbine.

CAES system developments focus on the long-term goal
of adiabatic or isothermal implementations of the concept
with the clear benefit of completely eliminating the use of
any fuel. The adiabatic or isothermal implementations have
proven to be so challenging from a technical and financial
standpoint to the point of crippling new commercial CAES
ventures and depriving utilities of the many CAES advan-
tages realizable today, and ultimately delaying progress in
CAES system developments. The approach described herein
are more pragmatic, leveraging more mature technologies
readily available today. One goal is to simply eliminate,
inasmuch as possible, a dedicated CAES expansion turbine.
With pressure ratios nearing 100 these CAES systems fall
outside the range of most utility-scale gas turbine generator
and thus require expensive, long-term development pro-
grams, with all the associated development risks, in addition
to all the other risks associated with CAES systems.

Over the past several years, the large-scale adoption of
wind and solar power by many utility companies has spurred
renewed interest in CAES technology development as
means for storing the power generated by wind and solar
sources. Wind and solar power production cannot be easily
tailored to power demands due to the intermittent and
sporadic nature of wind and the intermittent nature of solar
power. This intermittent nature of wind and solar power
production has renewed interest in all means of power
storage.

Two new “second generation” CAES technologies have
been proposed. The second generation CAES technologies
include CAES-AI (Air Injection) systems and CAES-IC
(Inlet Chilling) systems. These second generation CAES
systems combine the CAES power production step with an
existing simple cycle gas turbine while using the significant
exhaust heat energy of the gas turbine as a primary heat
source for power production through the CAES expansion
turbine. This uses the CAES as a bottoming cycle, similar to
the Brayton-Rankine combined cycles used in many power
generation plants.

FIG. 4A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-AI
(Air Injection) system 400, for implementing embodiments
of'the present disclosure. The CAES-AI system 400 reinjects
the CAES expanded air into the combustor of a simple cycle
gas turbine. The CAES-AI system 400 includes a gas turbine
410. The gas turbine 410 includes a compressor 412 for
compressing the inlet air. The compressor 412 produces a
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compressed inlet air charge that is injected into a mixing
chamber 414. The mixing chamber produces a mixed inlet
air charge by mixing the compressed inlet air charge with a
reheated, expanded air charge from the storage volume 130
from the storage volume 130.

The mixed inlet air charge is then injected into a com-
bustion chamber 416 with a corresponding quantity of fuel
and combustion occurs producing a heated, high pressure,
exhaust charge. The heated, high pressure, exhaust charge is
injected into a turbine 418 of the gas turbine 410.

The turbine 418 expands the heated, high pressure,
exhaust charge to produce mechanical energy that is coupled
to the compressor 412 via a shaft 419. The turbine 418
outputs an exhaust charge with a significant quantity of heat
to a recuperator heat exchanger 420. The recuperator heat
exchanger 420 exchanges heat from the exhaust charge to
the compressed air charge from the storage volume 130, to
produce a reheated compressed air charge.

The reheated compressed air charge is then injected into
a secondary combustion chamber 422. The reheated com-
pressed air charge is injected into the secondary combustion
chamber 422 at the high pressure of the storage volume 130.
A quantity of fuel is also added to the secondary combustion
chamber 422 to further heat the reheated compressed air
charge and produce a further heated compressed air charge.

The further heated compressed air charge is then
expanded in a CAES expansion turbine 430 to produce the
reheated, expanded air charge at or above the pressure of the
compressed inlet air charge in the mixing chamber 414. As
described above, the reheated, expanded air charge is then
injected into the mixing chamber 414.

The exhaust charge of the gas turbine 410 is used to
provide the energy necessary to solve the CAES low thermal
energy problem, via the recuperator heat exchanger 420. The
CAES-AI approach limits the level of expansion available in
the CAES expansion turbine 430, as the CAES expansion
turbine outlet pressure must be at least as high as the primary
gas turbine compressor outlet pressure, typically around
25-30 bars, though the reheated, expanded air charge pro-
vides a mass boost to the gas turbine cycle, without the
penalty of compression.

FIG. 4B is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-IC
(Inlet Chilling) system 450, for implementing embodiments
of'the present disclosure. The CAES-IC system 450 includes
a gas turbine 460. The gas turbine 460 includes a compressor
462 for compressing the inlet air. The compressor 462
produces a compressed inlet air charge that is injected into
a combustion chamber 466 with a corresponding quantity of
fuel and combustion occurs producing a heated, high pres-
sure, exhaust charge. The heated, high pressure, exhaust
charge is injected into a turbine 468 of the gas turbine 460.

The turbine 468 expands the heated, high pressure,
exhaust charge to produce mechanical energy that is coupled
to the compressor 462 via a shaft 469. The turbine 468
outputs an exhaust charge with a significant quantity of heat
to a recuperator heat exchanger 420. The recuperator heat
exchanger 420 exchanges heat from the exhaust charge to
the compressed air charge from the storage volume 130, to
produce a reheated compressed air charge.

The reheated compressed air charge is then injected into
a secondary combustion chamber 422. The reheated com-
pressed air charge is injected into the secondary combustion
chamber 422 at the high pressure of the storage volume 130.
A quantity of fuel is also added to the secondary combustion
chamber 422 to further heat the reheated compressed air
charge and produce a further heated compressed air charge.
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The further heated compressed air charge is then
expanded in a CAES expansion turbine 470 to produce the
reheated, expanded air charge at atmospheric pressure. The
reheated, expanded air charge is injected into the inlet of the
compressor 462. As described above, the reheated, expanded
air charge is then injected into the mixing chamber 414.

The CAES-IC system 450 allows the full expansion of the
CAES gas to atmospheric pressure and temperature level
through the expansion turbine. The gas (air) is then injected
directly into the primary turbine compressor inlet. The level
of reheat through the recuperator is controllable and the
temperature of the CAES air after expansion may be
dropped below atmospheric inlet air to the gas turbine, to
provide a chilling effect at compressor inlet.

The efficiency of the second generation CAES technology
enhanced cycle is reportedly above 70%, similar to adiabatic
CAES. The improvement provided by the second generation
CAES systems only go part-way in mitigating the basic
shortcomings of CAES systems, specifically low tempera-
ture of the compressed air charge from the storage volume
130 requiring reheat, and dedicated expansion turbines 430,
470.

Three, new, combined-cycle CAES systems and methods
of energy production using diabatic CAES low temperature
air supplied from the storage volume 130 are described
herein. The combined-cycle CAES systems eliminate the
need for a dedicated CAES expansion turbine and leverage
the technology of existing gas turbine power plants. A fourth
combined cycle CAES system combines both a gas turbine
and a dedicated air turbine (as in previously discussed CAES
systems) to further optimize the thermodynamic efficiency
of'the cycle beyond what each of the combined-cycle CAES
systems can achieve individually. In each of the four com-
bine-cycle CAES systems, one important goal is to mini-
mize the re-engineering of the gas turbine, while maximiz-
ing the overall cycle efficiency.

FIG. 5A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-
supercharger system 500, for implementing embodiments of
the present disclosure. FIG. 5B is a flowchart diagram that
illustrates the method operations 550 performed in operating
the CAES-supercharger system 500, for implementing
embodiments of the present disclosure. The operations illus-
trated herein are by way of example, as it should be
understood that some operations may have sub-operations
and in other instances, certain operations described herein
may not be included in the illustrated operations. With this
in mind, the method and operations 500 will now be
described.

The CAES-supercharger system 500 is a boosted gas
turbine cycle, where the cold CAES stored air is throttled to
a desired level, above atmospheric pressure (isenthalpic
expansion; temperature remains essentially unchanged from
the storage volume 130) and feeds the entire inlet of the gas
turbine compressor through a sealed shroud 510A, providing
uniform pre-cooling as well as supercharge, e.g., cold inlet
air at higher than atmospheric pressure.

In an operation 552, a stored compressed air charge
having a pressure of between about 3 bar and about 100 bar
is delivered from the storage volume 130 to a flow regulation
device 502 such as a throttle valve or a pressure regulator
throttle. A throttled compressed air charge is output from the
throttle valve or pressure regulator at a pressure of between
about 1.3 bar and about 5 bar.

In an operation 554, the throttled compressed air charge is
ducted into the sealed inlet shroud 510A of the compressor
510 and provides the entire intake air for the compressor to
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produce a supercharged compressed air charge having a
pressure of between about 20 bar and about 40 bar.

The supercharged compressed air charge from the com-
pressor 510 is injected into a combustion chamber 516 in an
operation 556. A corresponding quantity of fuel is injected
into the combustion chamber 516, to produce a supercharged
exhaust charge, in an operation 558.

In an operation 560, the supercharged exhaust charge is
injected to the inlet of a turbine 518. The supercharged
exhaust charge is expanded by the turbine 518 to atmo-
spheric pressure, in an operation 562. Expanding the super-
charged exhaust charge causes the turbine 518 to rotate. The
rotating turbine rotates the driveshaft 519 to drive the
compressor 510 and generator 540. Rotating the compressor
510 compresses the intake air as described above. Rotating
the generator 540 generates electrical power. The expanded
supercharged exhaust charge is then expelled out an exhaust
port 522 to the atmosphere, in an operation 564 and the
electrical power is output to the power grid 150, and the
method operations can end. A TS graph of the turbine cycle
of the CAES-supercharger system 500 is discussed in more
detail in FIG. 11 below.

In the CAES-supercharger system 500, no ambient air
enters the gas turbine. The storage volume pre-cools in the
intake charge, compared to ambient, atmospheric condi-
tions. The performance of the gas turbine cycle is improved
both by supercharging and by pre-cooling the inlet air
charge. Boost level may be limited by a reversed thrust load
specifications on the gas generator spool(s), and maximum
allowable pressure at the combustor and turbine inlet, for a
fixed pressure ratio. However, this is a relatively minor
modification to a standard gas turbine design. The mass flow
balance of the compressor/turbine gas generator is unaf-
fected, but the pressure ratio across the compressor may now
be kept significantly lower than that of the gas generator
turbine/power turbine assembly, increasing the ratio of
power available for power production. The performance of
the gas turbine also becomes unaffected by variations in
atmospheric temperature.

FIG. 6A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-
intercharger system 600, for implementing embodiments of
the present disclosure. FIG. 6B is a flowchart diagram that
illustrates the method operations 650 performed in operating
the CAES-intercharger system 600, for implementing
embodiments of the present disclosure. The operations illus-
trated herein are by way of example, as it should be
understood that some operations may have sub-operations
and in other instances, certain operations described herein
may not be included in the illustrated operations. With this
in mind, the method and operations 650 will now be
described. The CAES-intercharger system 600 gas turbine
cycle consists of an inter-stage compressor injection pro-
cess, where the CAES air supply is throttled to a level
suitable for pressure-matching each of more than one com-
pressor stage, for injection into that stage.

The CAES-intercharger system 600 gas turbine cycle
operates with ambient air at the inlet 610 A of the compressor
610, but each compressor stage 610B, 610C, 601D receives
a compressed air charge from the CAES storage 130 for
intercooling and increased mass flow. Each compressor
stage 610B, 610C, 601D thus benefits from intercooling by
mixing with the incoming CAES stored compressed air
charge, and the mass flow rate increases through each
subsequent compressor stage. The mass flow rate through
the last compressor stage matches the flow through the
turbine 618, but the total work required by all compressor
stages 610B, 610C, 610D is reduced. There is no thrust
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loading impact on the gas generator spools. It should be
noted that while only three compressor stages 610B, 610C,
610D are described herein, it should be understood that the
compressor 610 can include more than three compressor
stages and the incoming CAES stored compressed air charge
can be injected into any one or more of the compressor
stages.

In an operation 652, a stored compressed air charge is
delivered from the storage volume 130 to multiple flow
regulation devices 602B, 602C and 602D such as a throttle
valve or a pressure regulator throttle. Each of the multiple
flow regulation devices 602B, 602C and 602D outputs a
corresponding throttled compressed air charge 604B, 604C
and 604D. The throttled compressed air charges have a
pressure of corresponding to corresponding stages 610B,
610C, 610D of the compressor 610. While not shown, one
of the throttled compressed air charges can be applied to a
sealed inlet shroud as described above in FIGS. 5A and 5SB.

In an operation 654, the throttled compressed air charge is
injected into the corresponding stages 610B, 610C, 610D of
the compressor 610. The compressor produces an inter-
charged compressed air charge having a pressure of between
about 5 bar and about 30 bar.

The intercharged compressed air charge from the com-
pressor 610 is injected into a combustion chamber 516 in an
operation 656. A corresponding quantity of fuel is injected
into the combustion chamber 516, to produce an inter-
charged exhaust charge, in an operation 658.

In an operation 660, the intercharged exhaust charge is
injected to the inlet of a turbine 518. The intercharged
exhaust charge is expanded by the turbine 518 to atmo-
spheric pressure, in an operation 662. Expanding the inter-
charged exhaust charge causes the turbine 518 to rotate. The
rotating turbine rotates the driveshaft 519 to drive the
compressor 610 and generator 540. Rotating the compressor
610 compresses the intake air as described above. Rotating
the generator 540 generates electrical power. The expanded
intercharged exhaust charge is then expelled out an exhaust
port 522 to the atmosphere, in an operation 664 and the
electrical power is output to the power grid 150, and the
method operations can end. A TS graph of the turbine cycle
of the CAES-intercharger system 600 is discussed in more
detail in FIG. 12 below.

FIG. 7A is a simplified schematic diagram of a CAES-gas
turbine augmented system 700, for implementing embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. FIG. 7B is a flowchart
diagram that illustrates the method operations 750 per-
formed in operating the CAES-gas turbine augmented sys-
tem 700, for implementing embodiments of the present
disclosure. The operations illustrated herein are by way of
example, as it should be understood that some operations
may have sub-operations and in other instances, certain
operations described herein may not be included in the
illustrated operations. With this in mind, the method and
operations 750 will now be described. The CAES-gas tur-
bine augmented system 700 gas turbine cycle maximizes the
benefits of CAES on the simple cycle gas turbine, with three
distinct features:

Pre-cools the gas turbine inlets, taking advantage of the
CAES low temperature storage volume 130.

Uses the turbine 718 exhaust for regenerative heating to
minimize fuel energy required in the combustion chamber.

Injects the heated air directly into the gas turbine com-
bustion chamber to leverage CAES pressure and bypass the
compressor 710.

CAES-gas turbine augmented system 700 flow path is
shown with dash lines; ambient air flow path is shown with
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solid lines. Note two heat exchangers 705, 730, for precool-
ing and for regenerative heating. From an overall exergy
perspective, the CAES-gas turbine augmented system 700
cycle is optimized when the CAES storage volume 130
pressure is near that of the compressor output pressure, but
the cycle efficiency of the gas turbine is maximized in all
cases.

In an operation 752, a stored compressed air charge is
delivered from the storage volume 130 to a first heat
exchanger 705. In an operation 754, the delivered com-
pressed air charge cools an inlet air charge 703 for the
compressor 710, in the first heat exchanger 705. Conversely,
the inlet air charge 703 heats the delivered compressed air
charge, in the first heat exchanger 705. In one implementa-
tion the flow rate ratio of the inlet air charge 703 and the
delivered compressed air charge is 10 to 1 such that the mass
of the inlet air charge is 10 times the mass of the delivered
compressed air charge.

In an operation 756, the first heat exchanger outputs a
cooled inlet air charge 707 at a temperature of between about
8 to about 18 degrees C. to the inlet of the compressor 710
and outputs a warmed compressed air charge 709 at a
temperature of between about 10 to about 18 degrees C. to
a second heat exchanger 730. The second heat exchanger
730 has a pressure drop of less than between about O percent
and about 5 percent, absolute, when the inlet pressure is
compared to the outlet pressure of the second heat
exchanger. The CAES storage volume 130 has a temperature
of about 5 degrees C. and the ambient temperature is about
at 20 degrees C. The mass flow rate bled from the storage
volume is less than the total gas turbine flow rate. In one
implementation, the mass flow rate bled from the storage
volume 130 is between about 5 percent and about 10 percent
of gas turbine mass flow rate. In another implantation, the
stream temperatures on both sides are bound by the tem-
perature of the CAES storage volume 130 and the ambient
temperature.

In an operation 758, the cooled inlet air charge 707 is
compressed through the compressor 710 to produce a com-
pressed air charge. The compressed air charge from the
compressor 710 is injected into a mixer 734, in an operation
760. One or more throttle valves 733, 733' are used to
control the flow of the compressed air charge through the
CAES-gas turbine augmented system 700. The one or more
throttle valves 733, 733' can be located before the inlet of the
first heat exchanger 705 or after the outlet of the second heat
exchanger 730 or located in both locations in at least one
implementation. The mixer mixes the compressed air charge
from the compressor 610 with a heated compressed air
charge to produce a mixer output charge, in an operation
762.

The mixer output charge is injected into the combustion
chamber 516, in an operation 764. A corresponding quantity
of fuel is injected into the combustion chamber 516, to
produce an exhaust charge, in an operation 766.

In an operation 768, the exhaust charge is injected to the
inlet of a turbine 518. The exhaust charge is expanded by the
turbine 518 to atmospheric pressure, in an operation 770.
Expanding the exhaust charge causes the turbine 518 to
rotate. The rotating turbine rotates the driveshaft 519 to
drive the compressor 710 and generator 540. Rotating the
compressor 710 compresses the intake air as described
above. Rotating the generator 540 generates electrical
power.

The expanded exhaust charge is then expelled out an
exhaust port 722 to the second heat exchanger 730, in an
operation 772. In an operation 774, the second heat
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exchanger 730 transfers heat from the expanded exhaust
charge to the warmed compressed air charge 709 to produce
a heated compressed air charge 732. The heated compressed
air charge 732 has a pressure equal to or greater than the
output pressure of the compressor 710. The heated com-
pressed air charge 732 has a temperature of less than the
temperature of the expanded exhaust charge. It should be
understood that the heated compressed air charge 732 may
have a temperature of nearly equal to the temperature of the
expanded exhaust charge. The temperature of the heated
compressed air charge can be between about 150 degrees C.
and about 400 degrees C. with a pressure drop of between
about 0 percent and about 5 percent, absolute.

In an operation 776, the heated compressed air charge 732
is delivered to a flow regulating device 733 and the now
cooled expanded exhaust charge is discharged to atmosphere
and the electrical power is output to the power grid 150. The
flow regulating device 733 controls the pressure and flow of
the heated compressed air charge 732 into the mixer 734 and
into the combustion chamber 516, as described above, in an
operation 772, and the method operations can end. The
mixture produced by the mixer 734 can have a temperature
of between about 200 degrees C. and about 500 degrees C.
A TS graph of the turbine cycle of the CAES-gas turbine
augmented system 700 is discussed in more detail in FIG. 13
below.

FIG. 8A is a CAES-intercharger-air injection (Al) system
800, for implementing embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. FIG. 8B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the
method operations 850 performed in operating the CAES-
intercharger-Al system 800, for implementing embodiments
of the present disclosure. The CAES-intercharger-Al system
800 includes another turbine cycle improvement that builds
on the diabatic CAES turbine cycles (i.e., with expansion
turbines), where CAES storage volume 130 pressures
exceed the compressor output pressures of a typical, simple
cycle gas turbine. Such a turbine cycle requires both a gas
turbine and a standard CAES expansion turbine and builds
upon the advantages of CAES-AI system 400, described
above, in FIG. 4A.

The CAES-intercharger-Al system 800 is a combination
of elements of the CAES-AI system 400, described above,
in FIG. 4A, and the CAES-intercharger system 600,
described above in FIG. 6 A, with the addition of a second
heat exchanger 810. The output of the CAES expansion
turbine 430 in the bottom cycle (state point 12 in FIG. 4A),
is maintained at a pressure higher than the gas turbine
compressor outlet (state point 14), though cooled below the
CAES storage volume 130 temperature by the expansion in
the expansion turbine 430, within the limits of water and ice
entrainment. The expansion turbine 430, operates at the
CAES storage volume 130 pressure. The cooled CAES air
charge pre-cools the gas turbine inlet air and proceeds as
described in the CAES-intercharger system 600, with con-
trolled throttle and injection at corresponding stages 610B,
610C, 610D of the compressor 610A. This combined cycle
provides the advantages of the CAES-intercharger system
600, with improved pre-cooling. The pre-cooling is limited
by water and ice entrainment at operations below the CAES
storage volume 130 dew-point temperature. This implemen-
tation allows for CAES storage volume 130 pressures that
are significantly higher than at least some of the other
turbine cycles described herein, without incurring an exergy
penalty, since the dedicated CAES expansion turbine 430
used the full CAES reservoir pressure, instead of throttling
to the injection pressures, and reduces the thermal penalty at
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the combustor, in contrast to the CAES-AI system 400, and
precools the compressor stages, improving its performance.

Referring again to FIG. 8B, in an operation 854, a
compressed air charge from the storage volume 130 is
delivered to a first heat exchanger 420 to produce preheated
compressed air charge. The exhaust gases output from the
turbine 518 are used to preheat the compressed air charge in
the heat exchanger 420.

The preheated the compressed air charge and a corre-
sponding quantity of fuel are input to an ancillary combus-
tion chamber 422 to produce a heated compressed air
charge, in an operation 856.

In an operation 858, the heated compressed air charge is
input to expansion turbine 430 to produce an expanded
compressed air charge. The expanded compressed air charge
is input to a second heat exchanger 810 to produce a cooled
inlet air charge that is then delivered to the inlet 610A of the
compressor 610, in an operation 860. The expanded com-
pressed air charge is significantly cooled by expansion
turbine 430. By way of example, the expansion turbine 430
inlet temperature, at state 10, can be between about 500 and
about 900 degrees C. The expansion turbine 430 outlet
temperature at state 12 can be between about 3 and about
500 degrees C. The ambient air can be cooled by between
about 5 and about 20 degrees C. in the heat exchanger 810.
As a result, the gas turbine cycle is further improved as the
ambient air temperature increases.

In an operation 862, the expanded compressed air charge
is delivered to multiple throttle or pressure and flow regu-
lating devices 602B, 602C, 602D that correspond to com-
pressor stages 610B, 610C, 610D, respectively. The pressure
and flow regulating devices 602B, 602C, 602D throttle the
expanded compressed air charge to the corresponding pres-
sure and flow rate needed for injection into the correspond-
ing compressor stages 610B, 610C, 610D. The compressor
610 produces an intercharged compressed air charge having
a pressure of between about 5 bar and about 30 bar.

The intercharged compressed air charge from the com-
pressor 610 is injected into the combustion chamber 516 in
an operation 864. A corresponding quantity of fuel is
injected into the combustion chamber 516, to produce an
intercharged exhaust charge, in an operation 866.

In an operation 868, the intercharged exhaust charge is
injected to the inlet of a turbine 518. The intercharged
exhaust charge is expanded by the turbine 518 to atmo-
spheric pressure, in an operation 870. Expanding the inter-
charged exhaust charge causes the turbine 518 to rotate. The
rotating turbine rotates the driveshaft 519 to drive the
compressor 610 and a generator (not shown). Rotating the
compressor 610 compresses the intake air as described
above. Rotating the generator generates electrical power.
The expanded intercharged exhaust charge is then expelled
through the first heat exchanger 420 to the atmosphere, in an
operation 872 and the electrical power is output to the power
grid 150 in an operation 874, and the method operations can
end. A TS graph of the turbine cycle of the enhanced
CAES-intercharger system 800 is discussed in more detail in
FIG. 14 below.

FIG. 9A is a CAES-intercooled (IC)-Al system 900, for
implementing embodiments of the present disclosure. FIG.
9B is a flowchart diagram that illustrates the method opera-
tions 950 performed in operating the CAES-IC-AI system
800, for implementing embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. The CAES-IC-AI system 900 is similar to the CAES-
intercharger-Al system 800, however the expanded com-
pressed air charge is passed through one or more intercoolers
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902B, 902C, 902D to cool the compressed charge from one
or more of the respective compressor stages 6108, 610C,
610D.

Referring again to FIG. 9B, in an operation 954, a
compressed air charge from the storage volume 130 is
delivered to a first heat exchanger 420 to produce preheated
compressed air charge. The exhaust gases output from the
turbine 518 are used to preheat the compressed air charge in
the heat exchanger 420. The preheated the compressed air
charge and a corresponding quantity of fuel are input to an
ancillary combustion chamber 422 to produce a heated
compressed air charge, in an operation 856.

In an operation 958, the heated compressed air charge is
input to expansion turbine 430 to produce an expanded
compressed air charge. The expanded compressed air charge
is input to a second heat exchanger 810 to produce a cooled
inlet air charge that is then delivered to the inlet 610A of the
compressor 610, in an operation 960.

In an operation 962, the expanded, compressed air charge
is delivered to and passes through the one or more heat
exchangers 902B, 902C, 902D that correspond to compres-
sor stages 610B, 610C, 610D, respectively. The heat
exchangers 902B, 902C, 902D cool respective portions of
the compressed air charge from each of the compressor
stages 610B, 610C, 610D, respectively. The cooled com-
pressed air charges from each of the heat exchangers 902B,
902C, 902D is then injected back into the compressor 610.

In an operation 963, the expanded, compressed air charge
passes through the heat exchangers 902B, 902C, 902D and
is then mixed with the intercharged compressed air charge
output from the compressor 610 at the corresponding pres-
sure and flow rate needed to produce an intercharged com-
pressed air mixture. The intercharged compressed air mix-
ture has a pressure of between about 5 bar and about 30 bar.

The intercharged compressed air mixture is injected into
the combustion chamber 516 in an operation 964. A corre-
sponding quantity of fuel is injected into the combustion
chamber 516, to produce an intercharged exhaust charge, in
an operation 966.

In an operation 968, the intercharged exhaust charge is
injected to the inlet of a turbine 518. The intercharged
exhaust charge is expanded by the turbine 518 to atmo-
spheric pressure, in an operation 970. Expanding the inter-
charged exhaust charge causes the turbine 518 to rotate. The
rotating turbine rotates the driveshaft 519 to drive the
compressor 610 and a generator (not shown). Rotating the
compressor 610 compresses the intake air as described
above. Rotating the generator generates electrical power.
The expanded intercharged exhaust charge is then expelled
through the first heat exchanger 420 to the atmosphere, in an
operation 972 and the electrical power is output to the power
grid 150 in an operation 974, and the method operations can
end. A TS graph of the turbine cycle of the enhanced
CAES-intercharger system 800 is discussed in more detail in
FIG. 15 below.

A case study of an exemplary gas turbine system is
provided to illustrate example implementations of each of
the CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 described above.
The case study presents the relative advantage of each of the
CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900. The case study uses
a General Electric LM5000 aero-derivative power plant as it
is a commonly used gas turbine for generating electrical
power.

The main goal of the original CAES plants was taking
advantage of daytime electrical rate variations that exist in
certain markets. For example, if in a given market a CAES
compressor could run at nighttime, when the cost of elec-



US 11,499,477 B2

15

trical power is relatively low, then, during daytime when the
cost of electrical power is sufficiently higher to justify the
CAES system’s use, the compressed air could drive a
dedicated expansion turbine to produce power at a rate.
Today, a main demand of new CAES systems is the increas-
ing market penetration of renewable energy production,
primarily wind and solar. It is believed that more than 30
percent of grid power production will be produced by wind
and solar plants. The electrical power utility companies’
ability to modulate power production so that load and
contingency reserves are met will work only if the wind/
solar forecasts are perfect, an untenable long term business
situation, made worse as the grid make-up exceeds the 30
percent threshold. California is committed to providing 30
percent of California electrical power needs through renew-
able sources by 2020, and 50 percent of California electrical
power demands by 2030. As a result, the need for immediate
energy storage solutions is pressing. Finding suitable loca-
tions for large scale CAES systems on the U.S. mainland
should not be a problem, as it is reported that appropriate
geology such as porous media, hardrock, salt or caverns, is
available in 85 percent of the United States. And while the
proposed CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 are suit-
able for mainland CAES system applications, with under-
ground temperatures typically around 10-20° C., the pre-
cooling and intercooling advantages described above are
markedly improved with offshore wind farms, where ocean
temperatures at storage depth are closer to 5° C. for most of
the west coast of North America. Offshore windfarms are
expected to represent a significantly growth sector in utilities
in the coming decades in the United States. Offshore wind-
farms offer certain unique advantages to diabatic CAES
systems, not readily available to similar land-based facili-
ties. The advantages include:

Simple, well-regulated high pressure storage underwater,
either in caverns or man-made storage reservoirs.

Man-made reservoirs can be as simple as anchored cano-
pies with a single axis load path, simpler than other pressure
vessels (e.g., large storage tanks such as pressurized gas
bottles and similar pressure vessels).

The ocean provides a large thermal reservoir, for inter-
cooling offshore compressors.

Natural cooling of pipe conduits to the storage reservoir,
eliminating the needs for additional heat exchanger systems.

For the sake of the analysis of the CAES systems 500,
600, 700, 800, 900 a storage volume 130 can be approxi-
mately at least 300 meters deep, providing approximately 30
bars or more, with a temperature of approximately 5 degrees
C. This storage volume 130 is coupled to a gas turbine power
generating plant, located on land at an economically viable
location, with ambient temperature significantly above that
of'the storage volume. By way of example, a typical ambient
temperature is about 25 degrees C. or more is significantly
above the 5 degrees or less temperature of the storage
volume 130.

One approach to reducing the cost of power plants is to
leverage the original development cost by modifying exist-
ing gas turbines designed for other purposes, instead of
designing dedicated gas turbines for power production.
Aero-derivative power plants are an example of this prac-
tice. General Electric CF6-series of engines are used, for
example, on the Airbus A300, Douglas DC-10, Boeing B747
and many others. FI1G. 9C illustrates a widely used industrial
gas turbine LM5000 990. The CF6 engines gave way to the
widely used industrial gas turbine LMS5000. The CFo6-
derived GE LMS5000 industrial gas turbine, along with the
LM2500 and LM6000 of the same family. The LM5000 gas
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turbine includes an air intake 991 feeding a 5 stage low
pressure compressor section 992. The low pressure com-
pressor section 904 feeds into a 14 stage high pressure
compressor section 993. Combustors 994 receive the high
pressure air from the high pressure compressor section 993.
Fuel is also injected into the combustors 994 to generate still
higher pressure and higher temperature exhaust gas. The
higher temperature and higher pressure exhaust gas is
injected into a 2 stage high pressure turbine 995 that expands
the higher temperature and higher pressure exhaust gas to
convert a first portion of the heat and pressure to a first
portion of mechanical energy and output slightly reduced
temperature and slightly reduced pressure exhaust gas. The
slightly reduced temperature and slightly reduced pressure
exhaust gas is input to a 4 stage low pressure turbine section
996. The low pressure turbine section 996 further expands
the slightly reduced temperature and slightly reduced pres-
sure exhaust gas to atmospheric pressure (e.g., about 1 bar)
and outputs the atmospheric pressure exhaust gas out the
exhaust 997 to the atmosphere. Expanding the slightly
reduced temperature and slightly reduced pressure exhaust
gas to atmospheric pressure converts a second portion of the
heat and pressure to second portion of mechanical energy.
The first and second portions of mechanical energy are used
to drive the compressor sections 992 and 993 and also
provide power to an external power shaft 998 that can be
coupled to an electrical power generator or other consumer
of the mechanical energy. The LM5000 gas turbine was
selected in this case study due to the widespread use in that
hundreds of LM5000 gas turbines are deployed around the
world, accumulating millions of hours of documented per-
formance. Other factors include LM5000 long history of
engineering modifications and upgrades and relatively low
cost. A recent market search showed complete LM5000 gas
turbines available for less than $2 M (USD). By comparison,
the Mclntosh CAES plant cost a reported $65 M (1991
USD), and Dresser-Rand (the equipment manufacturer for
the Mclntosh plant) recently presented plans to supply
equipment for a new traditional diabatic CAES plant (317
MW) in western Texas, the first new proposed CAES plant
in 25 years, for an estimated cost of $200 M (USD). The
project has been indefinitely postponed, due to high cost.
The need for cheaper alternatives to traditional CAES gas
turbine cycles is clear and a proven industrial gas turbine,
combined in a new CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900,
may provide such an alternative.

The basic performance parameters of the LM5000 oper-
ating in a simple Brayton gas turbine cycle at a standard day
of' 15° C. and 1 bar, are summarized in Table 1. The reported
performance associated with a turbine modification to
include steam injection in the turbine stages of the gas
turbine (STIG) is also included, as a comparison, to illustrate
the design flexibility and history of re-engineering of the

LM5000.
TABLE 1
Thermal Rated
Cycle Power

LM5000 Pressure Mass flow Rates, Efficiency  Output
Cycle Ratio  Turbine Only [kg/hr] [%] [MW]
Simple 30:1 450,000 (air) 37 33
Steam 30:1 519,000 (air) + 43 50
Injection 31,500 (HP steam) +
(STIG) 32,700 (LP steam)
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The procedure used to evaluate the performance of the
CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 described herein
begin with the development of a thermodynamic model for
the simple gas turbine cycle that matched the actual
machine. The purpose of the thermodynamic model is to
determine the relative advantage or disadvantage of different
CAES gas turbine cycle configurations, versus a baseline
simple cycle gas turbine, so that matching the exact working
gas composition (e.g., products of combustion, water injec-
tion used for NO, abatement, etc.) is less important than to
find a setup that matches the baseline performance, and then
keep the basic parameters constant throughout each itera-
tion. “Ideal gas air” and its properties, as defined by Lem-
mon et al. was chosen as the working fluid in all cases. For
the purposes of all analyses presented here ambient condi-
tions surrounding the power generation plant were defined
as T_=20° C. and P_=1 bar.

The modeling environment used to perform the analysis
consisted of the Engineering Equations Solver (EES) devel-
oped by F-Chart (http://fchart.com/ees/). This environment
provides an ideal platform for this type of research, as the
cycle characteristics can be programmed directly along with
associated thermodynamic gas property lookup, and solved
implicitly with minimal algorithm development, in a simple
modular approach. If individual component performance
maps became available, the individual component perfor-
mance maps could easily be integrated into the program-
ming environment to account for off-design performance.
Since the individual component performance maps were not
available at the time of this analysis, both the compressor
and turbine were modeled with constant isoentropic effi-
ciencies of 90% and 85%, respectively, representative oper-
ating points for industrial gas turbines such as these. The
combustor was assumed isobaric.

For the CAES systems 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, the
analysis assumes that an infinite reservoir of air at 5° C. and
arbitrary pressure is available to the gas turbine. The work
required to produce this reservoir is not included in the
analysis and thus the “cycle efficiencies” presented only
refer to the gas turbine cycle itself.

FIG. 10 is a TS graph 1000 of the baseline performance
of the LM5000 under baseline conditions, operating in a
simple cycle, for implementing embodiments of the present
disclosure. The compressor and turbine efficiencies are 90%
and 85%, respectively. Turbine inlet temperature (TIT) is set
at the LM5000 design point of 1150 degrees C. The cycle
thus defined matches the manufacturer’s baseline specifica-
tions for thermal efficiency and power output. With the mass
flow rate shown in Table 1, this cycle matches the reported
performance of the machine, with a thermal efficiency of
37% and an output of 33 MW.

State points 1 and 2 represent the inlet and outlet of the
compressor, respectively. State points 3 and 4 represent the
inlet and outlet of the turbine, respectively. The temperature
at state 3 is the turbine inlet temperature and is an important
design point for a gas turbine. For the LMS5000, the tem-
perature at state 3 1150 degrees C. The turbine inlet tem-
perature value remains constant for the analysis presented
here.

This first proposed modification of the simple gas turbine
cycle, described as the CAES-supercharger system 500,
shown in FIG. 5A, above, uses the cool, pressurized CAES
air for two specific benefits:

Naturally pre-cooled inlet, reducing compressor work at
all ambient temperatures above that of the reservoir.
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Significantly reduced pressure ratio across the compressor
compared to that of the turbine, increasing the net work
output to the generator.

The CAES-supercharger system 500 gas turbine cycle
includes the limitation that it subjects the entire low pressure
gas turbine spool to a forward thrust for which it was not
originally designed, and which may make it unsuitable for
many industrial gas turbines, or at least require potentially
re-engineering of the shaft support. The inlet cowling is now
also pressurized, and thus requires consideration. However,
given that the CF6 turbine was originally designed to
operate with a rearward thrust on the main spool of around
185,000 N (41,500 1b), and that some residual thrust nec-
essarily exists on the gas generator spool (with a free power
turbine at least), reversed thrust may provide some cancel-
lation benefit, and reduce bearing friction. Without specific
mechanical data on the gas turbine spools design (not
available at the time of writing), it is not possible to evaluate
how much reversed thrust is acceptable on the LM5000. For
the sake of illustration, the CAES-supercharger system 500
gas turbine cycle is run with a supercharge of 5 bars at the
inlet (meaning that the pressure of the compressed air charge
delivered from the CAES storage volume 130 is throttled
down to this pressure by the pressure regulating device 502).
FIG. 11 is a TS graph 1100 of the performance of the
LMS5000 under CAES-supercharger system 500 gas turbine
cycle, for implementing embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. The new cycle 1100 is overlaid onto the original
LMS5000 cycle 1000, and shows the reduced compressor
work. State points 1 and 2 represent the inlet and outlet of
the compressor, respectively, in the baseline LM5000 cycle
1000. State points 3 and 4 represent the inlet and outlet of
the turbine, respectively, in the baseline LM5000 cycle
1000. State point 1' represents the lower inlet temperature
and higher pressure (e.g. about 5 bar as compared to 1 bar
of state point 1) of the pressurized compressor inlet of the
CAES-supercharger system 500. State point 2' represents the
lower compressor outlet temperature at about the same
pressure of about 30 bar of the compressor in the CAES-
supercharger system 500. The lower temperature, higher
pressure area 1110 illustrates the improved efficiency of the
CAES-supercharger system 500 as compared to the baseline
LMS5000 cycle 1000.

Despite the clear exergy losses associated with throttling
the storage volume 130 pressure to such a low pressure, this
proposed change improves the LM5000 performance dra-
matically. The gas turbine cycle efficiency improves to 55.9
percent, and the net power output available to the generator
increases to 73 MW, more than twice that of the original
machine, and nearly 50 percent higher than the STIG
modification commonly used, without the long lag time
penalties associated with all combined cycles and steam
injector cycles that require boilers. However, it should be
noted that in the CAES-supercharger system 500 gas turbine
cycle there is no ambient make-up air. The entire gas turbine
mass flow of inlet air is supplied by the CAES storage
volume 130.

The CAES-intercharger system 600 builds on the CAES-
supercharger system 500 by avoiding pressurizing the entire
compressor intake, reducing exergy loss and reducing the
CAES air mass flow rate by using ambient air intake and
thus enabling operation for the same duration as CAES-
Supercharger, with a smaller CAES storage volume 130.

The CAES-intercharger system 600 injects CAES air
directly into one or more stages of the compressor, boosting
the post-stage mass flow and intercooling the compressor
stage prior to the next compressor stage. FIG. 12 is a TS
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graph 1200 of the performance of the LMS5000 under
CAES-intercharger system 600 gas turbine cycle, for imple-
menting embodiments of the present disclosure. The graph
1200 includes three example compressor stage points of
injection 1.1, 1.2, 1.3. The LM5000 has 19 compressor
stages or 18 available cooled, intercharge injection points.
The net work across the compressor 610 may still be
reduced, while the overall mass flow rate has increased. By
comparison, the CAES-AI system 400, where the low tem-
perature of the injected flow does not assist the compressor
and creates an additional fuel energy load to reach the same
turbine inlet temperature, compared to an equivalent, non-
injected cycle, FIG. 4A. The net cycle benefit of the CAES-
intercharger system 600 is similar to that of CAES-super-
charger system 500, with a reduced CAES mass flow rate.
State points 1 and 2 represent the inlet and outlet of the
compressor, respectively, in the baseline LM5000 cycle
1000. State points 3 and 4 represent the inlet and outlet of
the turbine, respectively, in the baseline LM5000 cycle
1000. State point 1.1 represents the lower temperature and
pressure of the first compressor stage into which the CAES
air charge is injected in the CAES-intercharger system 600.
State point 1.2 represents the lower temperature and pressure
of the second compressor stage into which the CAES air
charge is injected in the CAES-intercharger system 600.
State point 1.3 represents the lower temperature and pressure
of the third compressor stage into which the CAES air
charge is injected in the CAES-intercharger system 600.
State point 2' represents the lower compressor outlet tem-
perature at about the same pressure of about 30 bar of the
compressor in the CAES-intercharger system 600. The
lower temperature, higher pressure area 1210 illustrates the
improved efficiency of the CAES-intercharger system 600,
as compared to the baseline LM5000 cycle 1000.

The CAES-gas turbine augmented system 700 is a further
improvement on CAES-intercharger system 600, with a
single injection port at the compressor outlet, see FIG. 7A.
Two other components required, heat exchangers 705, 730,
do not directly impact the operation of the gas turbine, but
directly improve its performance. The compressed air charge
from the CAES storage volume 130 is passed through the
first heat exchanger 705 and acts as a pre-cooler to the
compressor 710, while pre-heating the compressed air
charge from the CAES storage volume.

A second heat exchanger 730, across the turbine exhaust
flow, further heats the compressed air charge from the CAES
storage volume 130, which is then injected (at a pressure
slightly above compressor outlet) directly into the combus-
tion chamber 618. The entire system exergy is maximized if
the CAES storage volume 130 pressure matches closely the
compressor outlet pressure, such as, around 30 bars for a
system built around the LM5000.

Note that the CAES-gas turbine augmented system 700
cycle allows the gas turbine to operate in standalone mode
at any time as well, and benefits from any level of airflow
from the CAES storage volume 130. Gas turbine start times
and shutdown times remain identical as the simple gas
turbine cycle.

The performance of the CAES-gas turbine augmented
system 700 system by assuming that two heat exchangers
are available on the LM5000, each with effectiveness of 80
percent. The baseline operating point assumes that the
CAES air input equals that of the simple gas turbine opera-
tion as a basis for comparison with CAES-supercharger
system 500. Assuming an unmodified gas turbine operating
at the same pressure ratio and turbine inlet temperature, as
the simple cycle, this means that the flow speed through each
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turbine stage doubles (affecting swirl angles through each
stage) and thus this scenario may well be beyond the range
of operation of this turbine. Still, with the same mass flow
rate from the CAES storage volume 130, the CAES-gas
turbine augmented system 700 presents a clear basis for
comparison with CAES-supercharger system 500.

FIG. 13 is a TS graph 1300 of the performance of the
LMS5000 under the CAES-gas turbine augmented system
700 gas turbine cycle, for implementing embodiments of the
present disclosure. The CAES-gas turbine augmented sys-
tem 700 cycles optimizes the match between a CAES
storage volume 130 and the target turbine. The compressor
inlet is precooled and the compressor inlet temp (T,) is now
at 8 degrees C., for an ambient temperature of 20 degrees C.
The compressor outlet temperature (T,) is at 498 degrees C.
is mixed with the CAES air now at 370 degrees C., after
regenerative heating in the second heat exchanger 730 with
the turbine exhaust temperature (T,) at 457 degrees C. in a
1-to-1 mass flow ratio through the second heat exchanger, in
this example implementation. The result is a doubling of the
mass flow rate of the simple cycle into the combustion
chamber 618 and an average temperature before combustion
of T,,,=432° C. This 1-to-1 match between compressor
mass flow and CAES mass flow produces a cycle that
generates 136 MW of net power, or nearly double the output
of the CAES-supercharger system 500 and four times the
baseline turbine, with an efficiency of 65.9 percent, nearly
twice that of the original system, for the same CAES intake
flow as CAES-supercharger system.

Again, it is not suggested that an unmodified industrial
gas turbine would be able to operate so far beyond its regular
design point, but its performance will be improved regard-
less of the CAES mass fraction used. To illustrate this, the
performance of the LM5000 on the CAES-gas turbine
augmented system 700 cycle, at various levels of CAES
fractional flowrates, is summarized in Table 2 and compared
to the CAES-intercharger-air injection (Al) system 800 and
the CAES-intercooled (IC)-Al system 900. The efficiency of
the gas turbine thus matches that of the STIG modified
LMS5000 with a CAES mass flow rate of 10 percent. The
power output at that point is below that of the STIG turbine,
and suggests that the effects of this modification on the
operation of the gas turbine are acceptable.

TABLE 2
Both CAES-intercharger-air
Thermal injection (AI) system 800
Cycle and CAES-intercooled (IC)-
Efficiency of Al system 900
the CAES- Gas Turbine Gas Turbine
gas turbine Thermal Net Power
CAES Mass  augmented Net Power Cycle Output
Fraction system Output [MW] Efficiency % [MW]
5 percent 40.2 38.4 40-60 38-45
10 percent 42.9 43.6 42-65 43-52
25 percent 49.5 58.9 49-70 58-70
50 percent 57.1 84.5 57-80 84-100
100 percent 65.9 135.6 65-85 135-162

FIG. 14 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under the CAES-intercharger-Al system 800 shown in FIG.
8A, augmented system gas turbine cycle for implementing
embodiments of the present disclosure. State point 1" rep-
resents the starting temperature of the inlet air before being
cooled in the heat exchanger 810. State point 2" represents
the inlet temperature of the compressor of the CAES-
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intercharger-Al system 800. State point 2.1 represents the
lower temperature and pressure of the first compressor stage
which the CAES air charge cools portions of the compressed
air of the first compressor stage and then injected in the
CAES-intercharger-Al system 800. State point 2.2 repre-
sents the lower temperature and pressure of the first com-
pressor stage which the CAES air charge cools portions of
the compressed air of the second compressor stage and then
injected in the CAES-intercharger-Al system 800. State
point 2.3 represents the lower temperature and pressure of
the first compressor stage which the CAES air charge cools
portions of the compressed air of the third compressor stage
and then injected in the CAES-intercharger-Al system 800.
State point 3" represents the lower compressor outlet tem-
perature at about the same pressure of about 30 bar of the
compressor in the CAES-intercharger-Al system 800. State
points 4" and 5" represent the inlet and outlet of the turbine,
respectively, in the CAES-intercharger-Al system 800. The
lower temperature, higher pressure area 1410 illustrates the
improved efficiency of the CAES-intercharger-Al system
800, as compared to the baseline LM5000 cycle 1000.

FIG. 15 is a TS graph of the performance of the LM5000
under the CAES-IC-AI system 900 shown in FIG. 9A
augmented system gas turbine cycle, for implementing
embodiments of the present disclosure. State point 1A
represents the starting temperature of the inlet air before
being cooled in the heat exchanger 810. State point 2A
represents the inlet temperature and pressure of the com-
pressor of the CAES-IC-AI system 900. State point 4A
represents the lower compressor outlet temperature at about
the same pressure of about 30 bar of the compressor in the
CAES-IC-AI system 900. State points 5A and 6A represent
the inlet and outlet temperatures and pressures of the turbine,
respectively, in the CAES-IC-AI system 900. State point 7A
represents the outlet temperature and pressure turbine
exhaust charge after being cooled in the heat exchanger 420.

The simple gas turbine cycle continues to represent one of
the best means of power generation at a time when integra-
tion with renewable energy sources becomes paramount,
because of its flexibility and rapid ramp up and cool down.
Combining this platform with energy storage in the form of
CAES, for the purpose of boosting the efficiency of the gas
turbine cycle, is one way to rapidly implement CAES on a
larger scale without large development cost, and to cope
with an ever increasing fraction of renewable energy in the
mix. Four new gas turbine cycles using CAES to enhance
the efficiency and output of a standard gas turbine engine,
show how it is possible to dramatically improve its perfor-
mance. A pragmatic approach to power production, allowing
diabatic CAES to contribute today, is one method to rapidly
reduce carbon emissions at a relatively lower cost than
traditional CAES.

It will be further appreciated that the instructions repre-
sented by the operations in the above figures are not required
to be performed in the order illustrated, and that all the
processing represented by the operations may not be nec-
essary to practice the disclosure. Although the foregoing
disclosure has been described in some detail for purposes of
clarity of understanding, it will be apparent that certain
changes and modifications may be practiced within the
scope of the appended claims. Accordingly, the present
embodiments are to be considered as illustrative and not
restrictive, and the disclosure is not to be limited to the
details given herein, but may be modified within the scope
and equivalents of the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method of delivering a cooling air charge to a gas
turbine system comprising:
delivering a stored compressed air charge from a storage
volume to a first heat exchanger, wherein the stored
compressed air charge has a stored compressed air
charge temperature less than an ambient temperature
and a stored compressed air charge mass, wherein the
stored compressed air charge temperature is 5 degrees
C.;

delivering an inlet air charge from ambient atmosphere to
the first heat exchanger, the inlet air charge having an
inlet air charge temperature equal to the ambient tem-
perature, wherein the inlet air charge has an inlet air
charge mass at least 10 times the stored compressed air
charge mass;

transferring heat from the air inlet charge to the stored

compressed air charge in the first heat exchanger to
produce a cooled inlet air charge and a warmed deliv-
ered compressed air charge from the first heat
exchanger;

compressing the cooled inlet air charge in a compressor to

produce a second compressed air charge, the second
compressed air charge having a second compressed air
temperature and a compressor output pressure;

heating the warmed delivered compressed air charge in a

second heat exchanger to output a heated compressed
air charge, the heated compressed air charge having a
heated compressed air charge temperature and a heated
compressed air charge pressure, wherein the heated
compressed air charge pressure is greater than the
compressor output pressure;

regulating a flow rate of the heated compressed air charge

in a flow regulating device, the flow regulating device
having an output coupled to a mixer;

inputting the second compressed air charge and the heated

compressed air charge into the mixer to produce a
mixer output charge wherein the heated compressed air
charge temperature is less than the second compressed
air charge temperature and the mixer output charge
having a mixer output charge temperature less than the
second compressed air charge temperature;

injecting the mixer output charge and a corresponding

fuel charge into a combustion chamber to heat the
mixer output charge and produce a corresponding
exhaust charge;

inputting the exhaust charge to a turbine inlet of a turbine;

expanding the exhaust charge in the turbine, wherein

expanding the exhaust charge in the turbine drives the
compressor and a generator and produces an expanded
exhaust charge, the expanded exhaust charge input to
the second heat exchanger.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the compressor includ-
ing a compressor inlet, a plurality of compressor stages, at
least one compressor shaft mechanically coupling the plu-
rality of compressor stages and a compressor outlet;

the combustion chamber including a fuel inlet, a combus-

tion chamber outlet and a combustion chamber inlet
fluidly coupled to the compressor outlet; and

the turbine including a turbine inlet fluidly coupled to the

combustion chamber outlet, a plurality of turbine stages
and a turbine shaft mechanically coupling each one of
the plurality of turbine stages and the compressor shaft
and a turbine outlet.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first heat exchanger
includes a first heat exchanger inlet coupled to a stored
compressed air charge inlet line and a second heat exchanger
inlet coupled to an inlet air source for providing the inlet air
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charge, the first heat exchanger operable to transfer heat
from the inlet air charge to the stored compressed air charge
from the stored compressed air charge inlet line, the first heat
exchanger including a cooled inlet air charge outlet coupled
to the inlet of the compressor.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the heated compressed
air charge having a temperature between 150 degrees C. and
400 degrees C. and a pressure drop across the second heat
exchanger of between 0 and 5 percent.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein a mixer output is
coupled to an input of the combustion chamber.

6. A method of cooling a gas turbine system inlet air
charge comprising:

transferring heat from an inlet air charge to a portion of a

stored, compressed air charge to produce a cooled inlet
air charge and a warmed delivered compressed air
charge, wherein a mass of the portion of a stored,
compressed air charge about 10 percent of an inlet air
charge mass;

compressing the cooled inlet air charge in a compressor to

produce a second compressed air charge, the second
compressed air charge having a second compressed air
temperature and a compressor output pressure;

heating the warmed delivered compressed air charge in a

heat exchanger to output a heated compressed air
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charge, the heated compressed air charge having a
heated compressed air charge temperature and a heated
compressed air charge pressure, wherein the heated
compressed air charge pressure is greater than the
compressor output pressure;

regulating a flow rate of the heated compressed air charge;

mixing the second compressed air charge and the heated
compressed air charge in a mixer to produce a mixer
output charge, wherein the heated compressed air
charge temperature is less than the second compressed
air charge temperature and the mixer output charge
having a mixer output charge temperature less than the
second compressed air charge temperature;

heating the mixer output charge and a corresponding fuel
charge in a combustion chamber to produce an exhaust
charge;

expanding the exhaust charge in the turbine, wherein
expanding the exhaust charge in the turbine drives the
compressor and a generator and outputs an expanded
exhaust charge, the expanded exhaust charge input to
the heat exchanger to transfer heat from the expanded
exhaust charge to the warmed delivered compressed air
charge.



